WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE
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Senate Bill 466

By Senator Willis

[Introduced February 14, 2025; referred
to the Committee on Health and Human Resources;

and then to the Committee on Finance]
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A BILL to amend and reenact §16-3-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to
immunizations; establishing voluntary vaccinations and eliminating certain compulsory
immunization requirements; eliminating vaccine mandates for all citizens of West Virginia;
providing immunization information upon request by parents of newborns; providing that all
vaccinations for West Virginia citizens be voluntary; and establishing that vaccinations are
not required as a condition of school enrollment, attendance, or employment.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 3. PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF COMMUNICABLE AND OTHER
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

§16-3-4. Compulsory Voluntary immunization of school children, adolescents, and adults;

information disseminated; offenses; penalties.

(a) Whenever a resident birth occurs, the commissioner shall promptly provide parents of

the newborn child with information on immunizations mandated-by-this—state—errequired—for
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) (b) A physician who provides any person with a false certificate of immunization against

chickenpox, hepatitis-b, measles, meningitis, mumps, diphtheria, polio, rubella, tetanus and
whooping cough is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than $25
nor more than $100.

(c) Vaccination of children, adolescents, and adults in West Virginia shall be voluntary with

the consent of the person, parents, or legal guardians. No public school, public college, university,

or vocational technical school may require vaccination as a condition of school enroliment,

attendance, or employment.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to establish voluntary vaccinations and eliminate certain
compulsory immunization requirements; eliminate vaccine mandates for all citizens of West
Virginia; provide immunization information upon request by parents of newborns; provide
all vaccinations for West Virginia citizens be voluntary; and establish that vaccinations are
not required as a condition of school enroliment, attendance, or employment.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



